THE    LANGUAGE    OF    HOLLYWOOD

The culture of a society ought not to be viewed as a mere orna-
ment, a pastime, a form of entertainment. It is the life, the conscious-
ness, the conscience of that society. When it fails to serve as such,
then it moves farther and farther away from the real roots of life.
Such is precisely and unmistakably the situation in America, where
we have this tremendous commercial culture spreading itself like an
octopus. And consider how many lives, how much labour power,
how much talent, how much of social goods is poured not only
into Hollywood but into American commercial culture as a whole.
The social cost is fabulous. We are familiar with the news telling us
of the financial costs of pictures. A million dollars. More than that.
And then we go once again and see what has been produced at such
cost. Once again we see a picture so silly that it insults our intelli-
gence. Once again the same old stupid and inept story of boy meets
girl, framed, mounted, and glorified until it becomes a monumental
absurdity. And so inured are most people to this that they do not
even see anything wrong in it.

This entire structure can be metaphorically described as a
grandiose Luna Park of capitalism. And if the serious artist enters
it, he well may quote these words from Dante: "All hope abandon,
ye who enter here."

This is a culture that does not serve men; on the contrary, it makes
men its servants. Its highest measure of worth is revealed in little
numerals, written in black and red ink on sheets of paper that record
profits and losses. Let those who favour this masquerade try to
justify it. Far better is it to see it for what it is, and to renounce all
the ideals and aims embodied by it. But the writer who does this
places himself in that category described by one motion picture
executive as "the irresponsible literati." Correct! Irresponsible to
this system; responsible to an ideal of trying to show men what life
is like now, of seeking to do what one can in the necessary effort of
creating in men a consciousness of their problems, their needs, and
their future that will help to produce a better society.
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